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pe One is often tempted to wonder what 
the contemporary man regards as superla- 
tively important. It is axiomatic that men 
will be most actively concerned over the 
things they cherish most. This is a placid 
truth until one ponders the fact that po- 
litical and cultural loyalties raise far 
more interest today than religious loy- 
alties do. This is certainly obvious in to- 
talitarian lands, but even in our country 
it is sobering to realize that heresy is 
now defined in terms of political devia- 
tion rather than religious, and that a man 
can publicly blaspheme God with com- 
parative immunity, in contrast with the 
results of refusal to observe the rituals 
of patriotic custom. There is ample place 
in Christian faith for healthy patriotism. 
but a culture that puts its secular loyal- 
ties above its religious ones has long 
since become idolatrous. 


& In our town (and it is not unlike 
many others) we had no difficulty ar- 
ranging a common passion service last 
Good Friday to commemorate the death 
of Christ, but we were unable to find 
common unity to sit with Christ at the 
last supper on Maundy Thursday. The 
communion services had to be separate 
for clear and understandable reasons of 
not insignificant import. In this impasse, 
which is the problem of the total church. 
none of us was callous enough not to be 
offended or virtuous enough to be able to 
offer a feasible solution to the dilemma. 
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Perhaps this points out again that man 
has continual need for the mercy of God 
because of human sin, and can appro- 
priate that mercy because of his capacity 
to recognize his need. Surely it is better 
that we repent of our sin, even separately, 
before the table of Christ, than that we 
follow the suggestions of the secularists 
and express our unity by not kneeling 
at all. 


®& Three things should be borne in mind 
regarding the matter of Communism in 
schools and colleges. First, most of the 
Communism began back in the late thir- 
ties and early forties when it was not as 
apparent as now that the Communist Party 
is the agent of an international conspir- 
acy rather than an expression of a domes- 
tic heresy. For much of that early period 
we were official allies of Russia in a war 
against Germany and Japan. Secondly, 
the fear which indiscriminate witch hunts 
will sow among many teachers will stifle 
that freedom of thought and inquiry that 
makes for healthy academic life. And 
thirdly, the subversive teacher can have 
little influence on people who are on their 
guard. The real defense against the Com- 
munist danger is an informed popula- 
tion. If we cannot have confidence in the 
native shrewdness of students who refuse 
to get sucked into false movements, then 
we cannot have much faith in the future 
of American democracy. 


Edward Le Roy Long, Jr., Associate Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy and Ethics, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Va. 
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STUDENTS! 
TEACHERS! 


GO TO EUROPE 
THIS SUMMER 


Space Available on 
Special Student Ships 


S. S. AROSA KULM 


M/S ANNA SALEN 
M/S SKAUBRYN 


eastbound westbound 
June 9 Aug. 11 
June 16 Aug. 24 
June 24 Sept. 2 
July 4 Sept. 28 


Also other dates 


$135 up 


Council on Student Travel 


179 Broadway, New York 7, New York 
REctor 2-0936 








Can you answer 
these questions? 








e What must a Protestant do if he or she 
marries a Roman Catholic? 


e Why can’t a Roman Catholic interpret the 
Bible for himself? 

¢ Do Roman Catholics believe in religious 
liberty in countries they govern? 

e Why do they believe Mary, like Christ, 
was immaculately conceived? 

e Can the Pope excommunicate Protestants? 


Many of your questions about Roman 
Catholicism are answered in— 





PRIMER ON 


ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
FOR 


PROTESTANTS 








A careful survey of the basic Prot- 
estant-Roman Catholic differences with 
the why in every case. Authentic. Ob- 
jective $2.50 








Order NOW from 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 


291 Broadway « New York City 7 
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